
High School Council Meeting 

December 6, 2016 

 

 

The minutes from the November 1, 2016 High School Council meeting were approved. 

 

Jane Scotti began the meeting by thanking all Athletic Council, Youth Council and Grade 

Chair volunteers who contributed to the success of this year’s holiday (desert, fruit and 

poinsettia) sales and the Fall Athletic Awards presentation.  

 

District Report – Rachel Kelly 

 

Rachel expressed the school’s sorrow over the sudden death of 8
th

 grade student, John 

Duffy, in late October. As during past tragedies, the Bronxville community has come 

together to offer condolences and ongoing support to John’s family, friends and 

classmates. Sadly, John’s passing evoked memories of the loss of junior, Thomas 

Jakelich, at this same time last year. In response, students in the high school have reached 

out to middle school students to share their mutual experiences of loss and offer support 

in the aftermath of this tragic event.     

 

Two Board of Education workshops have been held this fall addressing 1) how the 

district can best set the groundwork for delivering the Bronxville Promise through 

curriculum and technology and 2) how our facilities, in terms of both ongoing 

maintenance and innovative initiatives, can most effectively support those efforts. 

Workshop agendas and presentation documents can be accessed on the BOE website. 

 

As described in the November HS Council Meeting, the school (through a grant from the 

Bronxville School Foundation) has engaged the services of architectural firm, Fielding 

Nair International (FNI), to review our current learning spaces and make 

recommendations for the future. On December 15, representatives of FNI will present 

their findings to the BOE, describe the range of options available to the school (within the 

context of budget and physical constraints) and help prioritize next steps. It is likely that 

any selected project(s) will lead to a future bond referendum. 

 

The faculty tenure process for the 2016/17 school year has begun. There is a large cohort 

of candidates this year so parent input is essential. Feedback can be directed to David 

Quattrone, Rachel Kelly or Ann Meyer. As well, there is a link on the BOE website to 

facilitate communication. Rachel reminded parents that teachers hired prior to July 1, 

2015 face a 3-year probation period (2 years if they have already received tenure in 

another NY public school) and teachers hired after July 1, 2015 face a 4-year probation 

period (3 years if they have already received tenure from another NY public school).  

 

 

 

 

 



Ann Meyer – Principal’s Report 

 

Fielding Nair architects are focusing on existing spaces within the school (the Art and 

Special Education areas) as well as the “next level” of learning spaces which will 

emphasize and support project-based learning and independent study. The Facilities 

Committee will fold approved recommendations into the 5-year Facilities Plan. 

 

The “Be Well” Committee and PTA sponsored a screening of “Breaking Points” on 

11/30 in the MPR.  The documentary explored the stress and pressures our teens face and 

the unhealthy ways that many of them attempt to cope, including abusing prescription 

drugs such as Adderall. The screening was followed by a panel discussion with Marcia 

Lee Taylor (BHS’89), President of “Partnership for Drug-Free Kids” and Lilly Neuman 

of the Maxwell Institute. If anyone is interested in watching the video, please see the link 

referenced in last week’s Bronxville School newsletter for a one-time charge of $5. 

 

On February 8, 2017, parenting and prevention expert, Mike Nerney will address parents 

on the latest information regarding the effects of alcohol and drugs on the teenage brain. 

Mr. Nerney will also be working with HS students during his visit. 

 

Bronxville middle and high school students will be participating in the “Stanford Survey 

of Adolescent School Experiences” created and administered by Challenge Success. 

Challenge Success, founded by Stanford University professor, Denise Pope, “partners 

with schools and families to provide kids with the academic, social and emotional skills 

needed to succeed now and in the future.” The survey is conducted online and measures 

students’ perspectives on homework, extracurricular activities, sleep, physical health, 

stress and parental/community expectations. Survey findings will be used to provide us 

with information on which of our school’s policies and practices may be effective and 

which are in need of improvement.  

 

Lastly, “Infinite Campus” will replace Rediker Portals as the Bronxville School’s 

student/parent information system. The transition to the new system is expected to begin 

in January. The mid-year start date was chosen because it allows for the time and training 

necessary to ensure smooth implementation.  

 

Anne Abbatacola – Guidance Report 

 

Grade 12 – As of early December, 90% of seniors have submitted, or are ready to 

submit, applications to colleges. ED and EA decisions will be communicated to students 

beginning the second week in December. Students are strongly encouraged to keep 

working on regular decision applications as hoped-for results are never certain. Also, 

Students MUST keep Guidance informed of application results so that they can 

effectively assist with next steps. 

 

Grade 11 – The Post-High School Planning meeting was held 11/16. Guidance followed 

up with visits to English classes and introduction to Family Connection (Naviance). 



Students began recording information in their resumes and logging activity in Family 

Connection. 

 

Parents will be receiving letters from Guidance regarding the scheduling of annual family 

meetings in January/February. These meetings address senior-year course selection and 

continue the post high school planning process. 

     

PSAT results will be released December 12. 

 

Grade 10 – Students are continuing to work on their “interest inventories” through 

achieveWORKS on Naviance. 

 

Guidance will be returning to English classes to review electronic portfolios including 

student work, reflections on that work and how it relates to the Bronxville Promise. 

 

Grade 9 – The most recent Freshman Transition session was devoted to reviewing Bill 

Meyer’s Study Skills Workshop. Parents are encouraged to familiarize themselves with 

the presentation which is posted on the school website under Videos. 

 

Q1 Report Cards have been reviewed. Q2 Progress Reports will be posted 12/22. 

 

Andrus Party will be held Wednesday, 12/7, in the Cafeteria. All students are encouraged 

to attend.  

 

** The Alumni Lunch Reception is being held Thursday, 12/22, from 12:05-1:10 in the 

Auditorium Lobby. 

 

 

Guest Speakers – Katy Toal (BHS’15) and Carlie Hoffer (BHS’16) 

 

Katy and Carlie (both students at Dartmouth University) addressed the Council about 

their post-BHS indoctrination to college and offered thoughts and advice to current 9-12 

BHS students on how best to make the most of their high school experience. The 

discussion was organized in Q&A format and was moderated by Council President, Jane 

Scotti. 

 

What do you wish you understood better when you were a freshman at BHS? 

 

 All four years in high school matter. Each year can provide valuable 

experiences and learning opportunities. Do not rush through high school. Allow yourself 

time to explore as many activities, clubs and classes as possible. This is when you begin 

to discover what truly interests you.   

 

Do not focus exclusively on grades. While academic results are important, it is 

the desire to learn and the effort you put into it that matter most. Pressure (internal or 



parental) doesn’t tend to get kids working. Identifying what you love does. This holds 

true in college as well. 

 

What high school experiences prepared you best for college? 

 

Katy Toal - Independent Study with Bill Meyer.  

Student-led endeavor from start to finish. Incorporated topic selection, source 

identification, research, analysis of findings, and final presentation (written and oral) 

  

Carlie Hoffer – AP classes because they require a sophisticated skill set and resemble 

what students are likely to encounter in college.  

 

What was hardest about making the transition from high school to college? 

 

The first weeks of college can be overwhelming, both academically and socially. Many 

students question their ability to belong and succeed. The key is to hang in there, push 

yourself, do not retreat and be ready/willing to make yourself uncomfortable.           

 

Lisa Barr – Bronxville School Foundation 

 

The Foundation has made its first $100k grant for a STEAM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering, Arts and Math) initiative (primarily in the Elementary School) that will 

support professional development related to the ES Makerspace, a consultant to work 

with ES teachers to implement a new coding curriculum, STEM-related materials for use 

in all three schools and the creation of a K-12 STEAM Advisory Committee. The hope is 

that the Advisory Committee will work on additional STEAM curriculum ideas for the 

Middle and High schools and that the Foundation will receive grant requests related to 

those schools in the new year.   

 

Lisa also reminded parents that the Foundation was in the middle of its fundraising 

campaign and encouraged parents to contribute. Since the lion's share of the District 

budget is already spoken for, very limited dollars remain for innovation and learning 

initiatives. Hence, the money donated to the Foundation by the parent community is 

critical to funding the programs, professional development, facilities re-design and 

equipment that ensure the quality of a Bronxville School education. With the addition of 

Dr Mara Koetke, Director of Curriculum, and Jen Forsberg, Director of Technology, to 

the District leadership team, the quality and quantity of grant requests have greatly 

enhanced the Foundation’s ability to transform the Bronxville School experience.   

 

*While not discussed during the HS Council meeting, a subsequent email from the 

Foundation Board notified parents about an Amazon-sponsored program called “Amazon 

Smile” which donates a percentage of Amazon purchases to the customer's charity of 

choice. Go to https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_dshb_bk_smi  at the time of 

purchase and select the charity you wish to support below the search bar. 

  

*Please note that the Foundation encourages local shopping whenever possible. 

https://smile.amazon.com/ref=smi_se_dshb_bk_smi


  

 

Grade Reports 

 

Grade 9 – No report 

 

Grade 10 – Thanks to all for supporting the Fruit Sale and remaining flexible 

amid delivery hiccups.  

 

 Grade 11 – No report 

 

Grade 12 – Senior Week planning has begun. 

 

 

THE NEXT HIGH SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD TUESDAY,  

FEBRUARY 7, 2017. 


