
High School Council Meeting 

March 7, 2017 

 

 

The minutes from the February 7, 2016 High School Council meeting were approved. 

 

Jane Scotti opened the meeting by reminding everyone that now is the time to consider 

volunteering for next year’s PTA. Opportunities are plentiful and fun. Please see the 

handout for a description of the various openings and contact Suzette Sands with your 

questions/statements of interest. 

 

The meeting then relocated to the auditorium to get a sneak preview of the musical, “9-5” 

being performed in the high school this weekend. Seniors, Maddie Coyne, Grayson Elder 

and Abby Geiling sang a stirring rendition of the song, “I Just Might” in their roles as 

Violet, Judy and Doralee. Performances are scheduled for Thursday-Friday (3/9-3/11) of 

this week. Specific times and tickets are available on eventbrite. 

 

 

David Quattrone – District Report 

 

The 2017-18 school budget is on track for approval at the next meeting on Thursday, 

March 16. The year-over-year percentage increase in the budget is estimated to be 1.2%. 

No significant program changes are implied. However, some reallocation of resources 

will likely be directed toward technology advancements in the elementary school and 

additional science instruction in the high school. Capital planning expenditures include 

reworking science spaces to support small-group work/heightened flexibility, expanding 

the cafeteria and possibly renovating the guidance/college counseling office. 

 

 

Ann Meyer – Principal’s Report 

 

This weekend’s musical production showcases the enhanced opportunities available to 

our students in performance lighting, staging and acting in our wonderful new auditorium  

 

The first SFL Dance in a year was held last weekend with input from multiple 

administrators. The only notable change in protocol from previous years was the 

institution of check-out as well as check-in procedures for attendees. The dance 

experienced relatively low attendance, attracting primarily 9
th

 and 10
th

 graders. At this 

Thursday’s meeting, SFL leaders will put their heads together regarding how to bolster 

enthusiasm across grade levels for future dances. Victor Maxwell, the SFL faculty 

liaison, will guide the discussion. Perhaps a philanthropic connection would energize the 

effort. 

 

 

 

 



 

Anne Abbatacola – Guidance Report    

 

Infinite Campus – The “open grade book” is now in place; however not all 

classes are yet available. Anne will be sending an email to parents later this week 

(through Bronxville Union Free School District) providing links to  

Infinite Campus portal support and FAQs. Parents and students should feel free to 

email tech support for additional input. 

 

Course Selection – Guidance is currently working with 10
th

 graders on course 

selection for the 2017/18 academic year. Meetings with 9th grade 

students/families will follow. 

 

Transition to High School – Initial Freshman Transition meetings for both 

incoming freshman and leaders will be held on March 31 and April 3. 

 

John Nesbitt from Vanderbilt University will be speaking to parents and 

students on April 19 regarding what colleges look for when assessing applicants.  

Event details will follow. 

 

Summer Opportunities – Lane Myer is compiling a list of available scholarships 

for juniors and seniors. A list of other summer involvements is already posted on 

the website. 

 

AP payments are due now for all students planning to take AP exams in 

May. 

 

Grade-Specific Notes 

 

Grade 11 – Juniors will meet (May 16) with Harry Bald of Horace Mann 

to better understand how to construct effective college application essays. 

Students will then work, during the final weeks of the academic year, with 

English teachers to develop their Personal Statements 

 

Grade 10 –Registration is open for the Kaplan ACT/SAT mock test on 

March 25. Test results offer useful insight into which standardized test 

best highlights each student’s capabilities. 

 

 

Athletic Department – Karen Peterson/Rose Crawford  

 

The annual Harlem Wizards event will be held this Sunday. This event is extremely 

popular with elementary school students from the Bronxville and St Joe’s communities. 

Approximately 20 high school students are working the event and 15 teachers are 

competing. 

 



Spring sports begin Monday, March 13. Practice schedules will be posted to the Athletic 

website tonight. 

 

Winter Sports Awards are scheduled for March 15 at 7pm in the auditorium. 

 

Individual Athletic Achievements in End-of-Season Competition 

 

Senior Kaitlin Ryan won the gold medal in the 1,000 meter at the NY State Track 

and Field Championships.  

 

Junior Andrew Babyak won the state and federation title in the 500 meter 

freestyle competition.  Members of the joint Bronxville-New Rochelle swim team 

(including Babyak and sophomore, Tim Cushman) won gold in the 400 meter 

freestyle relay. 

 

Spring Field Capacity 

 

As anticipated, on-going flood mitigation activities will curtail field availability this 

spring, particularly after modified sports teams come online. The school is reaching out 

to Eastchester and Tibbits communities to inquire on possible field sharing opportunities. 

 

 

BWELL – Jane Scotti on behalf of Molly Hendrick 

 

Dr. Mike Nerney met with 9th and 10th graders in February to discuss the latest findings 

in brain science, teen behaviors and how alcohol and drugs affect the teenage brain.  Dr. 

Nerney’s approach is to meet with the kids in small groups and he does an excellent job 

engaging them in his message.  Unfortunately, the parent presentation with Dr. Nerney 

had to be canceled due to weather. We hope to get him back here this spring. Please 

watch for updates. In addition, BWell co-sponsored an event with the Technology 

department hosting two speakers on the topic of digital parenting.  If possible, we’d like 

to offer at least one more event this spring and are happy to entertain ideas. Please 

contact Molly Hendrick if you have suggestions for speakers or topics.   

 

 

Grade Reports 

 

Grade 12  

 

The Senior Faculty Appreciation Lunch was held on February 14. Thank you, Jen 

Spitz for organizing.  

 

The Senior Parents meeting is scheduled for March 21 at 7pm in the MPR to 

describe and discuss senior shadowing activities, senior week and graduation. 

 

Grades 11, 10 and 9 – No reports 



Youth Council 

 

This year’s Talent Show will be held March 31 at 7pm in the Main Gym. Tryouts are 

scheduled for March 15/16 from 4-5 pm in the MPR. 

 

The Hearts to Home Club, established in 1988, was founded by two Bronxville students 

who wanted to do more to support our military both at home and abroad. Hearts to Home 

provides support to deployed and local military men/women by sending care packages 

and cards throughout the year. Faculty member, Julie Clarke, in concert with many high 

school students, helps organize these efforts.  Dollars raised through the upcoming 

Phone-a-Thon (April 5) and Soul Cycle Charity Ride (April 2) help fund our projects. 

 

Among our most recently established efforts is the annual Bike Build event held in April. 

This is a hands-on project, conducted in coordination with the USO, where we buy, build 

and distribute 50-75 children’s bikes/helmets to local military families. After the morning 

work session during which kids and parents build the bikes together, we host a special 

luncheon for our military families during which they receive their bikes and share 

conversations with our Bronxville family. It is a powerful day for all. 

 

Over the next few weeks, information (via email) will be sent out regarding the Phone-a- 

Thon (April 5), Charity Ride (April 2) and Bike Build (April 22). Please consider helping 

out in any way you can. Volunteers and participants are needed for all events.  

 

Please contact Pam Kohlhoff with any questions.  

 

  

Lisa Barr – Bronxville School Foundation 

 

Grants applications were due Monday, March 6. This year, the Foundation received 

$560,000 in requests. Specific requests focused on individual science work as well as 

enhanced teaching methods. Lisa noted that student gains across academic disciplines 

(resulting from the Foundation’s multi-year investment in innovative teaching 

techniques) were reflected in recently released PISA results.  

 

Lisa reiterated that the Foundation’s grant cycle runs from May to May of each year. 

Every donation is crucial to the ongoing success of our school. Community and parent 

support of the Foundation effectively doubles the funds available to continue the 

important work of the Foundation. 

 

 

THE NEXT HIGH SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING WILL BE HELD ON 

TUESDAY, APRIL 4, 2017 IN THE BOARD ROOM. 


