
High School Council Meeting 
Minutes from Tuesday, October 6, 2015 

 
 
Ann Meyer – Principal’s Report 
 
Innovation Labs Presentation 
 
Prior to the High School Council meeting, Ann Meyer invited parents to preview one of 
the new classrooms that have been redesigned to encourage both faculty and students to 
engage in nontraditional methods of learning. Until recently most subjects have been 
taught in “lecture” format, which, although efficient, often limits how teachers are able to 
impart knowledge and encourage interactive learning. The newly designed spaces (two 
classrooms/labs have been completed so far) are equipped with varied and distinct seating 
arrangements and flexible technologies that together are intended to stimulate 
collaboration, creative thinking and enhanced discussion. 
 
The innovation labs completed so far are in rooms A312 and C213. Each lab is designed 
specifically for its space parameters so no two labs are exactly alike. For example, A312 
is equipped with three wireless projectors intended to facilitate both small-group and full 
class problem-solving. As well, expansive white board wallpaper known as “wall talkers” 
are employed to encourage brain storming and broaden class participation. A third lab is 
scheduled for completion in early 2016.  
 
Labs are signed out by faculty on an as-needed basis. This flexibility allows faculty to 
trial new teaching methods “in situ” before determining how best to employ the labs in 
their curriculum plans.  
 
As of Friday, 10/2, 15 different faculty members (representing roughly half the faculty) 
have taught 17 different courses in the new labs. As well, the labs are being used for 
professional development (faculty) and students during their unscheduled time 
throughout the school day. 
 
Student Tech Help Desk 
 
The STHD represents another new initiative being piloted in the High School this fall. As 
an independent study, six HS students will be shadowing the school tech team in an effort 
to prepare themselves to provide additional support resources to parents, teachers and 
students. The creation of the STHD reflects the recognition that our students are a 
tremendous (and as yet, not fully tapped) resource in our effort to broaden the 
understanding and use of today’s ever-changing technological tools within the broader 
school community.    
 
 
 
 



David Quattrone – Superintendent’s Report 
 
Dr Quatronne encouraged parents to complete the online survey conducted through 
surveymonkey (see attached email of 9/29) addressing the Bronxville Promise. The 
survey is just one of the initiatives being implemented at the administrative level to reach 
out more proactively and inclusively to the school community as a whole. Other efforts 
include the development of a Bronxville School Facebook page, the use of Constant 
Contact for “occasional missives of importance about our mission as a district, items of 
interest etc.” and more frequent updates and bulletins. The links for these tools can be 
found on the school website. 
 
Additional updates: 
 

 The auditorium project is nearing completion 
 

Overall school enrollment is down slightly (approximately 2%) from last year.  
High school class size remains stable at 18.6 students per class.    
 
 

David Russert – Youth Council Presentation 
 
As of this year, the Bronxville Youth Council, (the community service organization 
which for many years operated as a not-for-profit organization) has been brought into the 
BHS and redesignated as a “club.” Similar to other HS clubs, it will be open to all HS 
students, have a faculty liaison (David Russert) and hold regular meetings at school.    
 
David emphasized that community service, at its best, impacts not just the lives of the 
recipients but also the lives of those providing the service. For this reason, participation 
in Youth Council activities is encouraged at all levels of commitment….whether on a 
regular or schedule-permitting basis. Regardless, there are numerous opportunities, new 
and old, in which to get involved. Ongoing activities include Meals on Wheels, WestHab 
and Coming Home (both sponsored through Reformed Church), Lunch Buddies, Graham 
Windam, Eastchester Community Action Program and the Southeast Consortium. One-
time events include help with preparation for the Halloween Parade and the Spring Talent 
Night. 
 
The Youth Council’s first meeting was attended by over 100 students, a great start. David 
stated, however, that the challenge will be to translate that initial interest into on-going 
involvement. Additional Council objectives include expanding parent awareness of club 
activities, encouraging students to become leaders in those activities and improving 
documentation of student participation.  
  
Bridget Buendia and Mariellen Carpenter are the club’s parent liaisons.    
 
 
 



 
Karen Peterson – Athletic Department 
 
The Athletic Director’s remarks focused primarily on preparations for Homecoming 
Week. The calendar for the week’s activities has been posted throughout the school and 
communicated extensively through email. While many of the traditional events remain in 
place, some important changes are being implemented in the interest of student and 
community safety. First, the Homecoming Parade, scheduled for Wednesday night prior 
to the Bonfire, has assumed a new configuration. The parade will be led by a decorated 
lead car and the sports team captains. Captains will be followed by their respective teams 
and finally, by the fire department. The route of the parade will be confined to the streets 
immediately bordering school grounds. Second, following the Bonfire (scheduled to 
conclude by 9pm), students are expected to exit the campus and return home. Any further 
off-campus activities, e.g. spin the freshmen, are neither sponsored nor condoned by the 
school. Finally, on Thursday night, the Athletic Council and SFL are co-sponsoring the 
long-dormant Homecoming Dance from 7-10pm in the Blue Gym. 
 
In other news, the Athletic Council continues its involvement with the Positive Coaching 
Alliance (PCA) whose mission it is to “transform youth sports so that sports can 
transform youth.” The Bronxville School has scheduled four workshops this year (two in 
the fall and one each in the winter and spring) in collaboration with PCA. The focus of 
these workshops is to instill leadership qualities and encourage a team orientation in all 
our athletes. 
 
Anne Abbatacola – Guidance Report 
 
Guidance activities are already in full swing for all grades. 
 

Grade 9 – Freshmen Transition meetings/activities, facilitated by 44 student 
leaders, are continuing to gain momentum. Initial orientation and follow-up have 
already taken place and the Sharpe Reservation retreat met with great success. 
The next meeting is scheduled for 10/16 and will emphasize healthy relationships 
and peer respect. In addition, Bruce Meyer’s study skills and organizational 
workshop is again being offered to interested students. 
 
Counselors will meet with each student after quarter-end to review performance. 
 
Grade 10 – The PSAT is scheduled for 10/28 in the Blue Gym, and previews the 
new SAT. The test is offered to both 10th and 11th graders. Guidance requests that 
all 11th graders sit for the test regardless of whether they are planning to take the 
SAT or the ACT, since it provides essential experience in time-constrained 
testing.    
 
Grade 11 – The annual Parent/Student Post High School Planning meeting will be 
held on 11/18 at 7pm probably in the MPR. At this time we ask that each student 
and a parent attend the meeting together to begin the process of the College 



Search and Application period. We will discuss standardized testing, the college 
search, visiting and interviewing, what the colleges look for in applicants as well 
as what students should consider when compiling a list of  colleges for further 
research, teacher and counselor recommendations and actual applications. We 
will provide a code for each student and a parent code as well, for Naviance 
Family Connection (connection.naviance.com/bronxville), a valuable source of 
information. In the interim, there is guest access with the password, Bronco. 

 
Grade 12 – Seniors are busy putting final touches on college applications and 
completing on-campus visits. Deadlines are approaching quickly. The “early 
action” option has become increasingly popular as a less binding means of 
expressing top preferences. 
 
Progress reports will be posted on October 15. Teachers have been asked to 
submit progress commentary on all students. 

 
Grade Reports 
 

12th Grade – Senior College Planning Night was a great success.  
 
Seniors raised over $850 from their car wash. 
 
11th Grade – Mock Testing Fundraiser is underway. The “Current” SAT Mock 
test took place on 9/20. The “New” SAT Mock Test is scheduled for 11/21. The 
ACT Mock Test will be held 10/17. There is a $25 fee for all tests. 
 
Preparations are being made for the Holiday Poinsettia Sale. Details to follow. 
 
10th Grade – The annual Fruit Sale is beginning soon. Both grapefruit and oranges 
will be available in 10 and 20 lb bags. Sales will be conducted online (beginning 
11/10) and door-to-door. Delivery is estimated in early December. 
 
9th Grade – Thanksgiving Desert Sale orders will be delivered the week before 
Thanksgiving.   
 

Annette Adamiyatt - SFL Report  
 
SFL Day will be held after mid-terms in early 2016. The date and theme have yet to be 
finalized. 
 
SFL has funds left over from last year’s budget that are looking for a home. Proposals are 
welcome. 
 
 
 
 



Other Information 
 
The High School Musical will be performed March 3,4 and 5. Grades 8-12 are welcome 
to participate.   
 
DON’T FORGET TO JOIN THE PTA. IT IS A CRUCIAL SOURCE OF FUNDING 
AND ORGANIZATION. SIGN UP ON-LINE! 


