
High School Council Meeting 
November 3, 2015 

 
 

The minutes from the October 6, 2015 High School Council meeting were approved. 
 
The November High School Council meeting was devoted almost exclusively to coping 
with the aftermath of the sudden and tragic loss of one of our students, Thomas Jakelich, 
on October 26, 2015. Two staff members from The Bereavement Center of Westchester, 
Lisa Zeitz and Anne-Marie Conlan, were present to discuss the many aspects of grief that 
might be experienced within our community following such a traumatic event. As well, 
Lisa and Anne-Marie described some of the resources available to students, parents and 
families throughout the grieving process.  
 
While a range of topics were discussed, Lisa and Anne Marie emphasized the following 
points: 
 
Children/Teenagers 
 

 A broad range of responses among students is normal, from hysteria to isolation. 
 Kids tend to grieve “in character.” For example if a child is reticent by nature, 

he/she may withdraw publicly, but grieve privately. Similarly, an emotionally 
expressive child may react more demonstrably and require numerous outlets for 
relief.   

 Regardless of style, kids need multiple opportunities to give voice to their feelings 
and memories. 

 
Parents 
 

 Keep children’s schedules and responsibilities intact while maintaining flexibility 
to allow for periods of sadness and restlessness.  

 Help children maintain their sense of safety through specific discussions on 
healthy, thoughtful habits and the assurance of adult protections. 

 Don’t be afraid to bring up issues that may be difficult or scary to discuss. 
Chances are that kids are already thinking about them. 

 The grieving process is long. Be watchful, but patient. 
 
The BC presentation was concluded with comments by Rachel Kelly, Anne Abbatecola 
and Karen Peterson. Collectively, they emphasized that school administrators, teachers 
and coaches are aware and available to all. Accommodations can be made on an 
individual basis and there are no concerns too small to be voiced. 
 
Above all, the story we console ourselves with should be about Thomas’ life, his impact 
on others and the joy he brought his family and friends. 
 
 



Upcoming Events 
 

Guidance and Counseling  
 
Grade 9  
 

 Counselors are meeting with all ninth graders this week for an initial check-in. 
 

 Bill Meyer’s presentation on study skills for all ninth graders will be on held on 
Monday, November 16 at 12:30. This workshop has proved very helpful to 
students in organizing their academics. 

 
 
Grade 11 
 

 140 students took the PSAT on October 28. Results will be forthcoming in 
January. 

 
 The annual Parent/Student Post High School Planning Meeting will take place on 

November 18. The program begins at 7:00 in the MPR. All students and a parent 
are required to attend. 

 
Grade 12  
 

 The November 1 deadline for Early Decision and Early Action has passed. About 
2/3 of senior students applied under an early program.  

 
 Financial Aid Information Program will be held Thursday, 11/05, in the 

Eastchester High School Library at 7:00 PM. The program contains an overview 
of the process and the FAFSA presented by a Financial Aid Director. All 
Bronxville parents and/or students are invited to attend. 

 
Grade Announcements 
 
All Grades 
 

 Please join psychologist Dr. Lisa Damour, at 7pm on Thursday, Nov. 12 in the 
MPR to discuss "When Tragedy and Adolescence Clash, Helping Grieving Teens 
Cope.”   

 
 Quarter 1 ends on Friday, November 13. Report Cards will be posted by 

Thursday, 11/19. 
 

 Picture Re-Take Day: Tuesday, November 10 
 
 



Grade 9 
 

 The 9th grade class dessert sale is continuing. These desserts make wonderful 
holiday gifts and will be delivered to the Bronxville School for pick-up Tuesday, 
November 24.   

 
Grade 11 

 
 The 11th Grade Poinsettia Sale has begun. Orders must be in by Tuesday, 

November 24.  Plants will be delivered on Saturday, December 5th. 
 

 11th Grade Post HS Planning Meeting: Wednesday, November 18 at 7pm in 
MPR. 

 
 


