
High School Council Meeting Minutes 
November 5, 2013 

 
 
The minutes from the October 1, 2013 meeting were approved. 
 
Guest Speaker, Jackie Saralegui, SFL Student President 
The SFL is actively planning its SFL day for students to be held the first day of after mid-term 
exams (Friday, January 31). The theme this year is Social Consciousness - Inequity of Gender, 
Race and Social Class.  SFL is looking for interesting speakers now. There will be an SFL dance 
this Thursday night and funds will help pay for the costs for SFL day.  
 
Guest Speaker, Joyce Myers, WISE 
Joyce Myers, a middle school home economics teacher, spoke next about the WISE program for 
seniors. The purpose is to give seniors a chance to do something outside the school for a new 
experience during the second semester of senior year. The program started in 2000 with a grant 
from the Bronxville School Foundation.  The program consists of a number of components:  1) 
students research ideas, 2) students do reflections in a journal during their experience, 3) students 
work with a mentor at the school, and 5) students give a presentation at the end of the program 
about their experiences. Students can receive credit for an English, Government, or Global 
Seminar class, but it cannot replace an AP class. Parents supply many of the opportunities so any 
ideas are welcome.  
 
Board of Education Report, Ruth Wood 
The Board is moving forward on facilities projects and the Common Core transition.  They are 
looking at Scout Field and Hayes Field for possible renovation/ reconstruction possibilities as a 
partial solution to field space problems. They are also looking at off-campus options.  Ruth and 
David Brashear also visited in October when the teachers had a conference day working on new 
initiatives and training. There is no timetable for the field space decision. 
 
Superintendent’s Report, Dr. David Quattrone 
David Quattrone added that the Hayes field project, if it goes forward, would begin construction 
in 2015 to install flood remediation tanks paid for by FEMA. Additional funding would be 
required from the town/school and would need to be voted on. Recently the board had a 
workshop on Co-curricular activities and how to engage every student in some sort of activity in 
terms of civic/community involvement.   
 
Assistant Superintendent’s Report, John Kehoe 
John Kehoe spoke about the budget planning for next year. Negotiations continue with the 
teachers' union. The new concession stand should be finished soon. 
 
Guidance Department Report, Anne Abbatecola  
Anne Abbatecola reminded us that the end of the quarter is this Thursday. Grades will be posted 
by November 15.  Counselors will meet with all 9th grades students to review report cards and 
activities.  The Freshmen Transition program recently discussed bullying. The girls watched a 



movie called "Finding Kind." Students are educated about the laws relating to bullying and the 
responsibility they have if they know about such incidents.   
 
On October 19th, 159 students took the PSAT and results will be available around December 1st.  
Grade 11 parents and students will meet on November 20th to start the college planning process.  
This is earlier than in years past. Two-thirds of seniors have applied to Early Decision, Early 
Action, or rolling admission colleges already. There will be a Financial Aid information session 
on November 21st at Eastchester HS with a representative from Sarah Lawrence College.  There 
will be a gathering in December for last year's seniors to come back to school and the school will 
gather feedback on how they are doing in college.   
 
Principal’s Report, Anne Meyer 
Ann Meyer added that SFL has put calendar pages for each grade on Edline, highlighting 
upcoming tests and important dates. The HS Band recently performed at a special event in 
Boston at the New England Conservatory of Music for a past alum who is now a well-known 
composer.   
 
Athletic Council, Rose Crawford 
Homecoming was a huge success. The winter sports meeting will be tonight for MS and HS 
students and parents at 7 pm.  Winter varsity sports start November 15. Boys and girls skiing will 
merge with New Rochelle this year. Also, boys' swimming will merge with New Rochelle and 
use their pool. Diving will have to find another location. 
 
Grade Reports 
9th Grade:  Nina Richter announced the dessert sale, a class fundraiser held between now and 
Thanksgiving.  
10th Grade: Susan Bettino announced the green bag fundraiser will last throughout the school 
year.  Bags are available for sale online and at various events. 
11th Grade:  Molly Hendrick reported that the Homecoming tee shirt sale was a huge success.  
There is a car wash on Saturday November 16, from 11-2 pm at the ES Canopy.  There will be a 
poinsettia and wreath sale in December, with a new buy out option to donate wreaths/poinsettias 
to Andrus or another charity.  
12th Grade: Mary Walsh reported on the senior class Halloween party for the ES kids, which was 
a great day. 
 
Other Announcements 

‐ Beth asked for donations to the Faculty holiday tea in December, watch for the Sign 
up Genius.  Musical auditions will be coming up November 12.  

‐ Band Concert also coming up on November 24 and 25. 
‐ Health and Wellness will have a speaker in February about the cultural phenomenon 

where technology is replacing face-to-face interactions and the repercussions. It is 
based on a book called "The Big Disconnect". There will also be a speaker planned 
on healthy relationships.  

‐ Any other ideas are welcome, please contact Sarah Kraemer.  
 
The next meeting will be Tuesday, December 3rd. 


